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Message from the Board of Directors, Chair
JAMIE BARRON
The future is looking very bright for the Halton region and the momentum and energy to keep
this progress in the innovation community is here to stay. Over the last year there have been many
achievements to celebrate and recognize within our region from new and powerful technologies
being introduced and incredible entrepreneurs making a debut right here in Halton. At Haltech we
are continuously striving to explore new opportunities that can accelerate fascinating innovations in
our region, uplift the innovation community, and recognize our phenomenal entrepreneurs.
Entrepreneurs encounter unforeseen obstacles, but their ability to adapt and react especially in
these changing times of the “new normal” of business operations is truly remarkable. The quick
pivot for these committed entrepreneurs and their innovations adds value to the leading innovation
community right here in Halton. The unwavering commitment of our entrepreneurs to the innovation
community indicate the bright path ahead. On behalf of the Haltech Board, thank you for your
continuous support in our innovation community – we look forward to having you along for this
coming year!

Message from our Executive Director
SHANN MCGRAIL
I’ve often been known to use the phrase “It’s easy to be good when everything around you is going
well, but the real test of character is what happens when crisis hits”. It is in that spirit that I reflect
on 2019 and the first part of 2020. On a personal note, I have never been more impressed with the
response of this community and the Haltech team of staff and advisors. From moving events and
activities online, offering support to clients, the response of our clients to find new ways to keep their
businesses moving forward and from the community who extended a helping hand, it certainly feels
like we’ve passed a test.
Looking back through accomplishments of 2019 Haltech highlights include the success of the
FedDev Ontario funded Women Entrepreneurs program Beyond Boundaries, the launch of the
Investor Readiness Program and various collaborations such as working with ArcelorMittal Dofasco
to showcase how innovations from Haltech clients support their digital transformation efforts. These
efforts were initiated and carried out in response to client feedback and they delivered results.
Female founded companies now represent 39% of the clients at Haltech compared to the industry
average of approximately 13%. Twenty-five companies are now more knowledgeable and ready to
raise investment and clients are responding positively to unique opportunities to raise awareness of
their offerings.
Moving forward is about economic recovery and continuing to fulfill on our mission of accelerating
innovation in Halton Region. Haltech is eager to play our part by connecting clients to advice and
resources, involvement in initiatives like Future Proofing or delivering the newest Beyond Boundaries
and Investor Readiness programs.
We could not have achieved the successes of 2019 and overcome the obstacles presented in 2020
without our support system of sponsors, community, and of course, our clients. Whatever the next
test brings, we have what we need to pass with flying colours. Thank you for supporting Haltech
Regional Innovation Centre.
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NOTABLE

EVENTS

HI-5 PITCHING COMPETITION
The competition features 5 high-potential clients who
pitch their business to a panel of industry professionals
for a chance to a win cash award. The competition
provides the entrepreneurs with an opportunity to
generate awareness of their technology, present in
front of a broad audience, gain exposure with industry
partners and investors and showcase their products
and services.

2019 Winner: Whirled Notes

INVESTOR READINESS
Launched in the fall of September 2019 in collaboration
with Equation Angels/Angel One and BDO, the Investor
Readiness

Program

is

designed

to

best

support

entrepreneurs in their path to becoming investor ready,
starting with financial literacy and valuations, and
moving into preparation for pitching to receive funding
from investors.

These past 4 classes have been EXTREMELY helpful in crafting
my message and understanding the needs of investors.

STRATEGIES TO PIVOT
YOUR BUSINESS
As a response to COVID-19, Haltech launched a series of
webinars featuring clients and mentors who adapted
their businesses as a response to the current situation or a
market demand. Speakers shared their stories, strategies
and resources and offered experiential advice in a very

FEATURED COMPANIES

interactive, on-line setting.

O-Valet, Blue-Zone, Turing Labs, servicePath, Qwhery, SaFuture, DiamondV,
BeltecHub Technologies, Expertic PGS Technologies, Nova Institute
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CLIENT
DISTRIBUTION

856
Total Advisory Hours

1832
Registered Attendees

95 New Clients

58

199 Active Clients

Total Events Hosted

CLIENT FEEDBACK

“

The people, very simply, the people. Haltech has done a great job with their EIR’s and
diverse skill sets. They provide a uniform message regardless of department or topic, and
the executive leadership is on point and always willing to offer help and guidance. A solid
team, all around.

Alan Hopkins | Co-Founder | Purity Gas Inc.

TECH SECTOR

Digital Media
and ICT

Health
Tech

Adv. Manufacturing
& Clean Tech

42%

21%

Education
Tech
17%

Financial
Tech
8%

CLIENT DISTRIBUTION BY STAGE
Ideation

Discovery

Validation

Efficiency

Scale

6%

21%

42%

15%

17%
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6%

Halton Hills
1%

Toronto
12%
Mississauga
4%

Milton
12%

MEVIC

CLIENT DIVERSITY
Burlington
27%

Oakville
31%

39%

24%

TechPlace

24%

Other
14%

ECONOMIC

IMPACT

Social
Innovation

Female
Founders

Youth
Founders

*Some clients may identify as one or more demographic.

Client survey FY 19/20

166
Jobs Created

$56.7M
Client Revenue

89

$12.3M

New Products/Services
to Market
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Funding Raised
Of clients surveyed, 41% were not seeking
investment in the year.
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BUILDING THE WOMEN’S
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
ECOSYSTEM

The Government of Canada is advancing women’s economic empowerment with the first ever
Women Entrepreneurship Strategy (WES), a $2 billion investment that seeks to double the number
of women-owned businesses by 2025.
Doubling

the

number

of

women-owned

$150

businesses requires a strong ecosystem of
support, expertise and connections. As part of

Billion

the WES, Haltech Regional Innovation Centre
and the Region of Halton Global Business
Center have created Beyond Boundaries, an
accelerator program designed to unleash the
power and potential of women entrepreneurs.

Growth of Canadian GDP by advancing women’s
economic participation.

First Cohort Graduates

Beyond Boundaries is funded by FedDev Ontario. As part of the funding agreement, Haltech provided progress and final reports to FedDev Ontario. As such, we would like to make you aware of their statement on public dissemination.

All reports and other information that the Minister collects, manages or has a right to receive or produce in accordance with this Agreement, or that the Recipient collects, creates, manages and shares with the Minister, shall be deemed to be “Canada Information”. The
Minister shall have the right, subject to the provisions of the Access to Information Act, to release to the public, table before Parliament, or publish by any means, any Canada Information, including such excerpts or summaries of the Canada Information as he may, from
time to time, decide to make. Please contact Haltech if you have any questions.
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CLOSING
THE
GENDER

GAP

“

20%
Increase

In total, revenues of women-owned businesses will
contribute $2 billion per year to Canadian Economy.

What really resonated with me the most through the program is the
overall leadership. This program has been phenomenal in terms of
professionalism, the support, the fact of just having that emotional
support, trusted people around you that are really invested in and have
an interest in your success, it is invaluable, and it is hard to find.

Susan Joynt | Founder and CEO | RuListing

BREAKFAST

WITH THE
HONOURABLE
MARY NG
AUGUST

2019

The Honourable Mary Ng, Minister of Small Business and Export Promotion, joined Pam Damoff,
Member of Parliament for Oakville North–Burlington, to announce an investment of up to $507,800
in women entrepreneurs and an organization supporting women entrepreneurs in southwestern
Ontario. This funding is administered through FedDev Ontario.
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Whatever stage a company is in, Haltech’s staff and team of experienced advisors are passionate about
bringing the right education, advisory services, and strategic connections to develop and grow innovationoriented businesses to the next stage. From startups to scaleups, Haltech is available to help you advance your
technology-based innovations to market and accelerate your success.

A special thanks to our Partners & Sponsors

Haltech.ca
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